
 

Ever since 2000 we have been offering summer camps to our children.  We took into con-

sideration their needs as criteria for a child to take part in the camp, rather than the 

highest marks, so those who participate are children in difficulty. Vulnerable by nature, 

children not only need everyday things to grow up and develop properly, but they also need 

that òemotion for the immeasurable and boundless seaó , as  Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

says, in order to be able to build and lead their own dreams. Although in the present eco-

nomic and social context investing (not spending) in a camp for children may not seem to 

be a priority, we want to continue with this project. However, we donõt have for the mo-

ment the entire financial support for this. Fortunately, we are not the only ones who un-

derstand the importance of such an experience for children.  So, we thank The Romanian 

Commercial Bank which sponsors with 3 000 ron the camps this summer and The 

Macon Association, Galati.  This means that out of the 70 children who will enjoy a one-

week camp , 25 have already their expenses  covered. 

The expenses for a child is of approximately 250 ron. 

For the rest of 45 children we still look for inves-

tors, people who are willing to contribute to  their 

unforgettable experiences. The camp series planned to 

take place this summer in the Vrancea Mountains are 

on :  June 24-28  ñ 15 children and young people with 

mental handicap, June 28ñJuly 4  ñ 25 children from 

Pechea,  July 4-10  - 30 children from Galati and other 

localities, supported in the projects of our foundation. 

Childrenõs participation at the launching of the SD Victoria ship 
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together with distinguished guests. As our hosts 

were saying, Damen Shipyard Galati had never 

been so full of children before, children who 

were happy and joyful  at the end of a day that 

for them was a fairytale day.  

We thank Mr Flemming Sorensen, the mana-

gerial staff  from Damen Shipyard Galati , 

Mrs. Victoria Baldock and Mr Graham Bal-

dock, director of SERCO for the opportunity 

they gave to our children. 

May 28 was a highly expected day by our children. 53 children 

from families in difficulty from Galati and Pechea, together with 25 

children from the programs of the Family Foundation, had one of 

the most beautiful days in their lives at Damen Shipyard Galati.  It 

was the official moment of the launching of SD Victoria ship, built 

for the SERCO company and the British Naval Force.   

The launching day consisted of a memorable visit to the ship, at 

the cabins and the control bridge, a magicianõs show which they 

fully enjoyed and were excited to watch, the winning of a drawing 

competition, presents for all the children and a plentiful lunch 
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òIf you want to build 

a ship, donõt gather 

people in order to 

collect pieces of 

wood and to give 

them orders to fol-

low, but teach them 

the emotion for the 

immeasurable and  

boundless sea.ò 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

 

We wish our dear children 

a beautiful holiday, full of 

happiness and enjoyable 

experiences, and to our 

colleagues and volunteers, 

who will accompany them, 

strength to work, patience 

and love and especially to 

enjoy the happiness of the 

children! 
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HIV+ youthó. òWe consider that discussing these aspects 

with the responsible and interested factors, and  also 

with potential employers and the youth themselves, is an 

important step in raising  the awareness for the situa-

tion, both professionally and in regards to the access to 

treatment and  to social assistance ò  said Anna Burtea,  

Executive Director of The òHeart of a Childó Foundation.  

Representatives of the local authorities responsible in 

this field were invited at the meeting. The representa-

tives of the local firms and companies,  potential em-

ployers of the youth, are also expected . The event takes 

place within the òSocial and Professional Integration of 

HIV+ youth ó project, implemented in Galati by The 

òHeart of a Childó Foundation, together with UNOPA,  

financially supported by the Global  Fund that fights 

against AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

The conference organized in Bucharest in 7-8 of June  by  

UNICEF, Romania, was a opportunity to present our actual 

projects regarding AIDS and also for the informational 

exchange and debate for professionals from the social 

and the medical field and the responsible local authori-

ties.  

We thank UNICEF for inviting us to present our perspec-

tive in òThe Access at Education of the HIV+ peopleó, 

taking into consideration the 13 years of experience in 

projects for education and integration of  HIV+ children 

and youth from Galati.  

 UNICEF Conference : HIV/AIDS which way? 
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During  6 -11 of June, 4 of our colleagues got to know and 

understand better the system of social protection in 

foreign countries.  

The visit took place within a 

project in which we are part-

ners together with  Belgium, 

Bulgaria, Sweden and Poland, 

that is financially supported by 

the Leonardo da Vinci program. After preparing the visit 

for several months, our colleagues had the opportunity 

to visit family type houses, organizations for disabled 

people in Belgium and Nether-

lands, and to plan the  seminar 

we are due to organize in Octo-

ber in Galati with the support of 

all the partners of the project. 

 STEPS project ñ new activities 

òHeart of a Childó Foundation and UNOPA, in collaboration 

with The Regional Agency for Employment organizes the 

debate with the theme: The present situation of HIv+ 

people . The social and professional  integration of 

HIV+ persons. The meeting will take place on June 16 

2010, at 14:00 in the meeting hall of The Regional Agency 

for Employment, on the Domneasca Street no.191. Among 

the themes of the debate: projects regarding the integra-

tion of  HIV+ youth carried on by the òHeart of a Childó 

Foundation, the strategies and policies for professional 

integration of these youth in Galati, their access at spe-

cific treatment.  

òWe are in the situation in which, in 2010, access to spe-

cific treatment is discussed nationally as being, or  be-

coming a major problem for numerous chronically ill 

people. At the same time, we face the context in which 

the present economic crisis affects more and more 

social categories, especially the vulnerable ones, such as 

Debate on the integration of HIV+ youth  

òThe present 

economic crisis 

affects more and 

more social 

categories, 

especially the 

vulnerable ones, 

such as youth who 

are suffering from 

AIDS ó           

help.  We thank all our friends in Wales and  Great  Britain, 

who for so many years have continued to show the same 

special interest in the situation of the children in Romania 

and Galati and who help us to overcome the shortcomings 

of our social system. 

June 4, 2010 - Albert Tittensor, Roger Bevan and  Stephan 

Williams from Great  Britain, as friends and supporters of 

the organization, returned this year also  in Galati. We 

have enjoyed our day together and the visit they made to 

the programs of the organization and to the families we 

Visit of friends from Great Britain 



We are proud to announce the successful end of the first 

projects initiated by the IMPACT clubs. Volunteers have 

identified a vast array of problems and needs encountered 

within the limits of the local community, they have written 

projects for which financial support has been provided and 

last, but not least, they have implemented them and enjoyed 

their accomplishments. Volunteers from òAnghel Salignyó 

High-School have cleaned and embellished one of the play-

grounds in  Tiglina, others from òRadu Negruó High-School 

have planted flowers and rearranged the garden around 

Saint Spiridon Church near The Local House for the Elderly, 

as well as the teachersõ entrance at their school. Sharing 

the same desire to reinvent the appearance of their school, 

the youth from  òCuzaó High-School have renewed the 

interior court of the high school, have planted flowers, 

giving a òfresh new lookó to their establishment. Volunteers 

from òMarinaó High-

school have painted, 

cleaned and installed 

garbage cans in the 

VIVA Park on the bank of 

the Danube. In the same 

area, with the help of 

the Environment Guard, 

students from òSfanta 

Mariaó High-school 

have developed an informational and awareness-raising cam-

paign among the passers-by. Volunteers from School No. 22 

have painted and cleaned the playgrounds behind  the  Magnus 

Hotel. Members of the club from òVirgil Madgearuó High-

school have organized a visit to the Botanical Garden for 25 de 

students from School No. 17 . Having 1st of June as an ôexcuseõ, 

members of the club from School No. 29 have decided to bring 

joy to the children and have invited 20 of them from the Heart of 

a Childõs Day Care Centre in Galati to visit the Zoo from Braila. It 

was also the children in need that the project of the volunteers 

from  òKogalniceanuó High-school was dedicated to: they 

prepared a cake and little presents and thus surprised the 

children from the Day Care of the òImpreunaó Foundation. Volun-

teers from the òHeart of a Childó Club have gathered toys, 

clothes and bought sweets, all of which they offered to the 27 

children from the Filesti kindergarten. They have spent a won-

derful day together.                                                                                                          

This is how our volunteers had 

the opportunity to learn impor-

tant lessons from their own, first

-hand experiences. This is one of 

the main goals of the project 

òStay Connected to the Commu-

nityó of the New Horizons Foun-

dation, that our organization is 

coordinating locally. 

IMPACT volunteer clubs have finalized their first projects 
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òChildren are very 

dear to me and I 

enjoy being useful 

even now when I no 

longer work at 

school.ó 

Portrait of a volunteer 

She is invariably calm and always 

carries a sincere smile on her face. 

A seldom encountered modesty is 

her principal trait and that is why 

she accepted to be the subject of an 

article only after repeated insis-

tence. She firmly  believes that good 

deeds coming straight from the 

heart are the ones only you and God 

should know about. However, we 

choose to promote this kind of peo-

ple  because our little ones lack 

proper role models, life examples 

that should teach them to tell right 

from wrong, a heartwarming image 

to keep inside their hearts and to 

have the courage to live up to some-

day. 

We are talking about Mrs. Doina 

Gheorghiu, mathematics teacher 

and volunteer at Inima de Copiló, 

involved in the Day Care program in 

Galati. Even if she is retired and 

maybe it would have been much 

more simple to take care of her own  

well-being, she chose to come every 

Wednesday to help children who 

donõt do so well in mathematics and 

who need support while doing their 

homework. 

ó I believe I have a beautiful job and I 

have always loved to work for the 

children. They are very dear to me 

and I enjoy being of service even now 

when I no longer work at school.  I 

donõt think it could have been differ-

entó, Mrs 

Gheorghiu 

gladly con-

fessed. 

It is because 

of her zealous 

implication 

and her big 

heart, the heart of a true person and a genu-

ine volunteer, that we had the pleasure to 

designate her, one of the 9 Volunteers of the 

Year at the Our Childrenõs Day ceremony (a 

day dedicated to celebrating yearly accom-

plishments of the foundation).  

We thank you, esteemed colleague, for being 

so dedicated to caring for our children and 

we want you to know that we appreciate your 

support at its true value!  
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The events and campaigns of òHeart of a Childó  

- 68 persons and companies designated òFriend of 

the childrenó for  the support that they provided 

during the year                        

- 8 sponsors, donors and partners of this yearõs 

event 

We thank our friends and collaborators who made 

the show possible: BCR, ATLAS, METRO, Cukyõs, Mr. 

Constantin Petrea, Rolda Foundation, òViata lib-

eraó, Monitorul de Galati, Casa de Cultura a Stu-

dentilor, Mrs. Anca Melinte, Mrs. Teodora Miron, 

Mrs. Katia Nanu, Mrs. Maria Fabian. We would also 

like to thank the press and our volunteers! 

At its 8th edition, OUR CHILDRENõs DAY is an annual event of 

the òHeart of a Childó Foundation when children that we help 

meet, youngsters and their families have the opportunity to 

thank their benefactors. It is a place where donors, friends 

and devoted collaborators, volunteers, personnel and the 

press, everyone that one way or another contributes to the 

ongoing of our projects and help sustain the children that we 

take care of are presented with a spectacle to properly thank 

them for their efforts. The celebration, which took place on the 

5th of June at Casa de Cultura a Studentilor, was a joyful one 

and here are some figures to give you an idea: 

- More than 160 children who participated  ñ presents for  

everyone!                                                                                    

- Nearly 50 children who won prizes at the competitions   

- 25 volunteers involved  

- 9 volunteers and 8 parents who won prizes for their 

dedication and admirable involvement  

- Over 20 representatives of the sponsors of our or-

ganization and local authorities were present at the cere-

mony  

Our Childrenõs Day 2010 

towards the children and youngsters that we so 

gladly help. The messages that we received from the 

responsible citizens who understood that their help is 

needed, the encouragements and solidarity of the ones 

who joined us in the few weeks of the Campaign mean a 

lot to us and are to be translated into as many trust 

votes. We solemnly dedicate our efforts to the children 

and youngsters who request our support when they find 

themselves in a situation when they need to be helped.  

We thank BCR, JYSK and Winmarkt-Modern that had 

the amiability to host our stands. Our deepest of 

appreciations is directed to the implication of firms 

and companies which chose to inform their own em-

ployees regarding the  possibility of redirecting 2% 

of the annual tax on annual income towards our 

Foundation. Special thanks to the above mentioned. 

This year the sums we managed to gather as a result of 

the 2009 campaign will help assure the continuity of our 

services aimed at children from very poor families as we 

do not dispose of another financing resource. Likewise, 

funding raised in this yearõs campaign will ultimately 

serve the same purpose.  

Finalised on the 17th of May, in this yearõs 2% Campaign we 

were supported by over 2500 contributors not only from 

Galati, but also from all over the country. Apart from the 

financial importance of redirecting 2% of the tax on the an-

nual income towards the òHeart of a Childó Foundation, we all 

know that each and everyone who chose to help us, by doing 

so actually entrusted us with their hope of having done the 

right thing. The 2% System has stopped being only a mecha-

nism of financial support and has become an effective way of 

raising awareness among citizens and of determining them to 

actively involve in the problem- solving process in the com-

munity. The campaign, like many of the events and projects 

that we have initiated, has been a perfect occasion to meet 

exceptional individuals, in other words we have ultimately 

created unique memories. We were supported by people with 

diverse social backgrounds who offered to lend a hand, re-

gardless of their profession( chefs, company directors, 

salesmen, bank clerks). 

We would like to offer a measure of our deepest grati-

tude by thanking the ones who this spring chose to redi-

rect  2% towards our organization and by extension 

The 2% Campaign 
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