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Dear friends, 
 

This month, on 13th December, we celebrate 13 years since „Heart of a Child” has 
been helping the children and teenagers who are in difficulty , not only in Galati, but 
also throughout the county. No matter if it is about children suffering from HIV/AIDS, 
who were abandoned in the hospital or whether it is about children from poor families 
or children with mental disabilities, we are happy that we could offer support and a 
helping hand for every one of them. Today, we continue to offer help to those in need 
and we want to thank you for helping us do it. Whether you supported by donating, 
volunteering or collaborating in “The 2% Campaign” or in the “Christmas Caravan”, we 
are grateful to you for making the children happy and full of hope. 
May you have a healthy and fulfilled life together with your loved ones and do not forget 
to be a guiding light to those in need. 

Hand-painted vase by volunteers and teenagers                                                      
Our best wishes,                                                               with special needs in our art-therapy workshop 
Heart of a Child Team                          

 

Offer a present to children in need through 
“Heart of a child” Caravan! 

 

Why this event? 
“Marius and his 7 brothers live, together with their mother, in a house on the outskirts of the city. He was 6 
when we invited him to visit us. He had difficulty in expressing himself, he was very shy and you could easily 
take him for a handicapped child. He wasn’t enrolled at a kindergarten and he had never been in a group of 
children other than that of his brothers and sisters. We decided to help him through our Day Center in Galati. 
With patience, involvement and especially encouragements the boy learned in just one summer how to 
smile, how to speak better and how to express his emotions and feelings; he started drawing and counting. 
The next step was to enroll him at school. He caught up with the other kids and he learned a lot of important 
things such as reading, writing, counting. It has not been easy, but he managed to meet all school 
requirements, as well as the other children.” Veronica Udres, social worker 

 
This event is for them. For the 40 children just like Marius, 
who we help daily through our day centres in Pechea and 
Galati, for the 35 disabled children living in our 
apartments and those from “Andiana” Kindergarten in 
Cudalbi, for the 55 youngsters who are HIV positive, for 
those kids who have never went on a trip, for those many 
children living on the outskirts and in the poorest villages, 
for those to whom the Caravan is synonymous to a 
Christmas gift, for all of them, who we will continue to 
support in 2010, we invite you to help us in order to 
help them. 
We invite you to:  
- Visit our Caravan 
- Buy products made by “Heart of a child”  
- Donate for financially supporting one of our projects 
- Invite your friends and acquaintances to follow your 

example! 
 

The results of the Heart of a Child Caravan contribute substantially to the continuity  
of our activities dedicated to the children in need. 
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From Damen, with love, for children! 
17 – 19 November: 390 bags with teddy bears and sweets. 390 children 
with large beams on their faces, with glowing eyes, happy that Saint 
Nicholas came earlier for them. Who made this possible? People from two 
companies who thought that, besides launching a new ship, they should get 
involved in the life of children with social difficulties from Galati county:  
Damen Shipyards Galati and Serco SDMS Limited, UK . The teddy 
bears’ story is particularly impressive as all of them came from Mrs. Victoria 
Baldock’s private collection, the Executive director’s wife. Mrs. Baldock 
thought about children with less material possibilities from Romania and 
hoped that these teddy bears would bring the same joy as they brought her. 
Thus, through a partnership with Galati School Inspectorate, we managed 
to distribute 240 teddy bears at kindergartens from villages such as 
Priponesti, Liesti de Priponesti, Ciorasti, Priponesti de Jos, Talpigi, 
Carlomanesti, Certesti, Cotoroaia, the rest of 150 teddy bears being given 

to children from our foundation’s programs  and  to children from 
very poor neighbourhoods of Galati.  For us, it was another 
learning experience as we were able to get to extremely poor 
villages, where, as a teacher told us “no one has ever brought 
presents for the kids during the ten years since I’ve been 
working in this kindergarten.” 
On the 27th of November, some of the children who received 
presents also came, full of excitement, happiness and wonder, 
to the launch of Victoria Ship at Damen Shipyards Galati. We 
would like to thank you on behalf of the 390 children and assure 
you that your kind gesture was more than welcomed! 

                              

Gifts 
During this autumn too, we were glad to receive the second visit this year from our friends from 
Support For Romania - United Kingdom. As always, they came with donations for our projects: food, 
clothing, school supplies, sweets, equipment and furniture. In our turn, we offered 4 wheelchairs to 
the Children Hospital Galati, where they will be used for the hospital’s little patients. We thank you 
again for the extraordinary effort you put in coming across Europe to continue to help the children, 
families and youths from Heart of a Child.  

 

Saint Nicholas came from the newspaper 
Monitorul de Galati 

The management and staff of the newspaper Monitorul de Galati, one of our long term 
collaborators, decided to launch this year a campaign through which they could help Saint Nicholas 
to bring presents for children with financial difficulties. Therefore, the campaign “Help Saint Nicholas 
reach poor children” took place for a month during which, at the 
headquarters of the newspaper, there were gathered sweets, toys and 
school supplies from Galati people willing to do something good. As an 
extra-support to Saint Nicholas, Galmopan company offered bags full of 
sweets and together with what was gathered by Monitorul de Galati, we 
put presents  in the shoes of 45 children 
sustained by our organization in Galati, 
as well as other 40 children of the 
organization from Pechea and Cudalbi 
villages. We would like to thank the 
Monitorul de Galati, Galmopan 
company and all of Galati’s people who 
got involved in this campaign and thus 
brought joy to the children! 

 



1December, International Day for fighting against AIDS 
 
Given the fact that Heart of a child Foundation has helped 
and has been supporting children and young people infected 
with HIV from the beginning and because they are still 
depending on our support, particularly  with regard to their 
social integration and fully acceptance in the community, this 
year too we have organized and participated at a series of 
events that have taken place on International Day for fighting 
against AIDS.  
 

1December, Galati - International Day for fighting against AIDS, 
organised in collaboration with UNOPA (National Union of 
HIV/AIDS Infected People NGOs). This event represented the 
means to show solidarity with HIV infected people, to commemorate 
the people killed by this disease , but also to spread a message of 
hope through infection prevention, information, integration and 
acceptance of the infected ones. 
This action consisted of : public information through discussions 
with people who passed by and distribution of informative flyers, 
condoms and red ribbons as a symbol of solidarity with infected people 
and fight against AIDS; a  press conference where we enjoyed the 
presence of the representatives of  “Viata Libera” and “Monitorul de 
Galati” newspapers , who wanted to publicise the event and inform local 
people; commemoration of the deceased  ones as a result of AIDS – 
together with passersby we lit candles and thus created a red ribbon and 
kept a moment of silence. Also, all the participants , regardless of age , 
had the opportunity to leave a written solidarity messages. 
 

1st -8th December , Galati - According to several surveys, young people run 
the highest risk of being infected. Thus, helped by volunteers, we have 
organised meetings and have handed out more than 3000 informative flyers in 
7 high-schools and at The Naval Faculty from “Dunarea de Jos” University. 
 

3RD December, Bucharest -Event organised by UNOPA and The National 
Institute of Infectious Diseases “Matei Bals”. There were discussed the 
problems infected people come across when trying to purchase their treatment 
and Romanian Angel Appeal Foundation presented the results of a survey 
carried out among infected people. There was an event organized as a health fair with informative 
flyers and an exhibition of objects realised by seropozitive people. We were proud to present 
wonderful objects realised by young people in our workshop: painted glass objects and beads 
accessories. They were also the ones who made 31 hand painted vases offered by UNOPA as a 
symbol of gratitude to people who made themselves noticed through contribution to improving the life 
and health of infected people. 
 

11th December 2009, Iasi -16 people, young people supported by “Heart of a child” and members of 
our staff  replied to the invitation of “Close to you 
“foundation and have created in Iasi the biggest human 
ribbon in the world, as a sign of solidarity with infected 
people. This event was also recorded by Guinness 
World Records. 

 
We truly believe that each and every one of us is 

an important resource in HIV infection prevention, 
in ending discrimination of people who are already 
infected, in conveying a hope message, in deciding 
to become involved and in acting as such, all these 

being essential factors for a future  
without HIV/AIDS. 



Short News 
FNOFC Days 

 

Between the 4th and the 5th of December, we took part, in Bucharest, at the Days of the Federation of 
Non-governmental Organizations For Children (FNOFC), this year organized together with the 
European Foundation EuroChild,  on the theme Civil Dialogue: the contribution of NGOs at the 
National and European Agenda for Children. Among the discussed subjects were: What are the 
expectations of the authorities from the dialogue with the NGOs?  What are the expectations of the 
NGOs from the dialogue with the authorities? 2010 – European Year for Fighting Against Poverty ; 
The EuroChild Stop Children’s Poverty campaign. 
This year too, the authorities were poorly represented, even though FNOFC stands for 101 active 
organizations for child protection in Romania. 
 

                                                                  Offer Love 
 

On Christmas, every child expects that Santa Claus would 
bring them what they wished for. Still, there are children 
for whom Santa Claus doesn’t come or for whom he 
doesn’t even exist. As the winter holidays were getting 
closer, 3 of our volunteers decided to bring happiness to 
our children and those of other organizations from Galati, 
and organized, in collaboration with Gulliver Theatre, on 
the 4th of December a charity show named “Offer Love”. 
The children prepared a play and acted as real artists. 
They received presents that they very much appreciated.  
We would like to thank the 3 volunteers, Andreea Ionascu, 
Geanina Gradinaru, Florina Radu and the sponsors who made the joy of the children possible.  

 

Participation of Heart of a Child at a seminar in the Republic of Moldova  
 

11th -12th of December, Cahul, International Seminar ñSocial action policies: national objectives 
and local challenges”. Besides the participation in large numbers of the Moldovan authorities and 
organizations, there were present Romanian project partners authorities, representatives of the 
Solidarity Laique, FNOFC, the French Embassy in Bucharest and of Heart of a Child Foundation. 
The discussions revolved around the public policies in Moldova Republic, Romania and France, and 
around exchange.of good practices. We have tried not to neglect the creation of possible relations 
with Moldova Republic and the support we could offer each other in the activities concerning families 
and children with difficulties. 

   

                                             Together for Health 
 

On the 5th of November, 15 children learned through play 
what a balanced life-style means and hygiene rules. 
They were helped by the students from class X G of the 
National High-School “Vasile Alecsandri” Galati. As a 
reward, the children received little gifts, personal hygiene 
products, offered by the sponsor of this project, Lidia 
Bucur, AVON senior coordinator. Thank you! 
 

 
This material was realized by Anca Aurora Chiosea,  

with the support of Heart of a Child’s team   
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